DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

criticism of others. She was not interested in their
failings and futilities : she was alert only for admira-
tion and the instinctive ministries of love : that was
the way her mind worked. She and Louis went to
stay with her sister in Berlin : the two small daughters
accompanied them, Victoria sleeping in her bassinet,
and Ella, a bundle of blankets, in her bath. Their
hosts were kindness itself, she wrote to her mother,
and it did her good to see her father's brilliant in-
tellect reflected in Vicky. And Louis was happy
and amused : he would never leave home without
her, and a young man of spirit must sometimes find
life at Darmstadt rather dull. She regretted that
Vicky was alone so much, and it was sad to think that
the old family governess, Miss Hildyard, had left her
mother, for they were all so fond of her. Perhaps the
Queen would invite her to stay at Osborne some-
times, for she had been so devoted to them all.

But in spite of the intense happiness of her married
life Princess Louis had gone through disagreeable
experiences at Darmstadt during the last two years,
analogous to those which her sister had encountered
in Berlin, and she felt them bitterly. There was pre-
judice against her because she was English, and, in
especial, because she had been spending so much of
the year in her native land. This feeling was not
altogether to be wondered at. During the first year
of her married life she and her husband had been
five months with the Queen, and their first child had
been born at Windsor. During the next year they
had both been in England for over four months : her
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